[Relation of tumor number to clinical course of superficial papillary bladder tumors].
Clinical courses of 293 patients with superficial papillary bladder tumors were analysed on the basis of tumor number at the first presentation. The follow-up period ranged from 6 to 266 months with a median of 59 months. 171 patients (58%) had a single tumor, while 122 (42%) had multiple tumors. Those older than 60 years occupied 68% in the latter group and 51% in the former (p less than 0.01). High grade tumors were more frequent in the latter than the former (p less than 0.05). The five-year recurrence rate was 68% for the latter and 39% for the former single tumor group (p less than 0.01). Malignant progression was observed in 3.6% of patients with a single tumor and 13.4% of those with multiple tumors (p less than 0.01). The results would offer a theoretical background to the finding of a poor ten-year actuarial survival rate of 54% for multiple tumor group compared with 76% for the single tumor group (p less than 0.05). However, the rate of primary cancer death was similar in both groups.